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Original Intentions Feb 10 2021 This persuasively argued, decidedly partisan work aims to recover the original United States
Constitution by describing its genesis, ratification, and mandate from the perspectives of its original framers. Openly challenging
contemporary orthodoxy, M. E. Bradford employs principles of legal, historical, rhetorical, and dramatic analysis to reveal a
Constitution notably short on abstract principles and modest in any goal beyond limiting the powers of the government it
authorizes. From the beginning of Original Intentions, two sharply divergent convictions about the Constitution emerge. Bradford,
arguing from a nomocratic viewpoint, regards the Constitution as an essentially procedural text created expressly to detail how the
government may preside over itself not its people. He decries the currently predominant teleologic view, which is based upon the
"principles" embodied by the Constitution, and holds that the document was designed to achieve a certain kind of society. By this
view, he says, our fundamental laws have been blanketed by a heavy layer of ad hoc solutions to problems they were never
intended to address, and then further obscured by the melioristic meddlings of judges, legislators, lawyers, scholars, and
journalists. Bradford first shows that the Constitutional convention of 1787 was an enterprise guided by the delegates' hesitancy to
impose a higher order over their local, practical, and vastly differing interests. Though all the states would ratify the Constitution, he
says, each would interpret it in unique ways. Bradford underscores the dearth of lofty idealism among the original framers by
detailing British influences on their political ethos. British common law, on which the framers heavily relied, evolved from a tradition
of deliberate responses to practical needs and circumstances, not deductions from abstract utopian designs. In light of these
factors, Bradford examines the ratification debates of Massachusetts, South Carolina, and North Carolina - three states that together
exemplified the vast range of interests to be accommodated by the Constitution. Next Bradford highlights classic teleologic
distortions. Discussing religion and the first amendment, he establishes a pervasive commitment to Christianity among the framers
and challenges our notions about the separation of church and state. Warning against anachronistic readings of the Constitution,
Bradford also analyzes the rhetoric of the framers to reinforce our awareness of their desire for a government that would contain
their multiplicities, not seek to resolve them. In a reading of the Reconstruction amendments (thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen)
Bradford argues that they had only a modest impact on the Constitution's original design. By the misconstruction of these
amendments, however, the Constitution has been transformed into "a purpose oriented blank check for redesigning American
society." In a final chapter Bradford critiques Mortimer Adler's We Hold These Truths and repudiates any broad connection between
the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. Before the Constitution is irreparably damaged, Bradford says, we must
realize that it was not the best that the framers could invent but the best that their constituencies would approve. Debates related to
normative issues should be settled not within the Constitution but within society, away from the coercive forces of law and politics or else by amendment.
From Reflection and Choice Dec 23 2021 The current era of intense partisan conflict is unlikely to be remembered for the excellence
of its public discourse. Given this fact, we do well to remind ourselves that Americans were once capable of debating even the most
important political questions in the popular press, and doing so at an extraordinarily high level. The debate over the ratification of
the Constitution in 1787-1788 enlisted some of the country's greatest minds, and wrestled with issues fundamental to popular
government in general and to the United States constitutional order in particular. This volume returns to the debate between
Federalists and Anti-Federalists, seeking to better understand the principles at stake, and asking, with Publius, whether societies of
men are really capable or not of establishing good government from reflection and choice, or whether they are forever destined to
depend for their political constitutions on accident and force.
What Did the Constitution Mean To Early Americans? Apr 02 2020 What did the Constitution mean to early Americans? Ostensibly
the foundational document of a sovereign American people, the U.S. Constitution affected different kinds of Americans in very
different ways. Modern historians have investigated its impact on various groups in an effort to determine what the Constitution

meant to the founding generation of Americans. Exploring how early Americans shaped, responded to, and debated the document,
this volume's 5 selections attempt to gauge the Constitution's ultimate success in forging a government based on the consent of the
American people.
The Old Revolutionaries Apr 14 2021 The "old revolutionaries" were Samuel Adams, Isaac Sears, Thomas Young, Richard Henry
Lee and Charels Carroll, five men who played significant roles in the American Revolution, and who are usually overlooked in
history books today. Of widely varying backgrounds and interests, all of them had thir gratest influence in the years between 1769
and 1776 and all of them saw their power transferred after the war to the men we know as "the founding fathers." In telling the
stories of these men, Pauline Maier shows how the American Revolution was less a collective movement than a committment to an
ideal of a republic, which different people interpreted differently, and she describes "not just why Americans made the Revolution,
but what the Revolution did to them."
The Quartet Jan 24 2022 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Founding Brothers tells the unexpected
story of America’s second great founding and of the men most responsible—Alexander Hamilton, George Washington, John Jay,
and James Madison. Ellis explains of why the thirteen colonies, having just fought off the imposition of a distant centralized
governing power, would decide to subordinate themselves anew. These men, with the help of Robert Morris and Gouverneur Morris,
shaped the contours of American history by diagnosing the systemic dysfunctions created by the Articles of Confederation,
manipulating the political process to force the calling of the Constitutional Convention, conspiring to set the agenda in Philadelphia,
orchestrating the debate in the state ratifying conventions, and, finally, drafting the Bill of Rights to assure state compliance with the
constitutional settlement, created the new republic. Ellis gives us a dramatic portrait of one of the most crucial and misconstrued
periods in American history: the years between the end of the Revolution and the formation of the federal government. The Quartet
unmasks a myth, and in its place presents an even more compelling truth—one that lies at the heart of understanding the creation of
the United States of America.
Originalism and the Good Constitution Nov 09 2020 Originalism holds that the U.S. Constitution should be interpreted according to
its meaning at the time it was enacted. In their innovative defense of originalism, John McGinnis and Michael Rappaport maintain
that the text of the Constitution should be adhered to by the Supreme Court because it was enacted by supermajorities--both its
original enactment under Article VII and subsequent Amendments under Article V. A text approved by supermajorities has special
value in a democracy because it has unusually wide support and thus tends to maximize the welfare of the greatest number. The
authors recognize and respond to many possible objections. Does originalism perpetuate the dead hand of the past? How can
originalism be justified, given the exclusion of African Americans and women from the Constitution and many of its subsequent
Amendments? What is originalism's place in interpretation, after two hundred years of non-originalist precedent? A fascinating
counterfactual they pose is this: had the Supreme Court not interpreted the Constitution so freely, perhaps the nation would have
resorted to the Article V amendment process more often and with greater effect. Their book will be an important contribution to the
literature on originalism, now the most prominent theory of constitutional interpretation.
A Revolution in Favor of Government Jul 18 2021 What were the intentions of the Founders? Was the American constitution
designed to protect individual rights? To limit the powers of government? To curb the excesses of democracy? Or to create a
robust democratic nation-state? These questions echo through today's most heated legal and political debates. In this powerful new
interpretation of America's origins, Max Edling argues that the Federalists were primarily concerned with building a government that
could act vigorously in defense of American interests. The Constitution transferred the powers of war making and resource
extraction from the states to the national government thereby creating a nation-state invested with all the important powers of
Europe's eighteenth-century "fiscal-military states." A strong centralized government, however, challenged the American people's
deeply ingrained distrust of unduly concentrated authority. To secure the Constitution's adoption the Federalists had to
accommodate the formation of a powerful national government to the strong current of anti-statism in the American political
tradition. They did so by designing a government that would be powerful in times of crisis, but which would make only limited
demands on the citizenry and have a sharply restricted presence in society. The Constitution promised the American people the
benefit of government without its costs. Taking advantage of a newly published letterpress edition of the constitutional debates, A
Revolution in Favor of Government recovers a neglected strand of the Federalist argument, making a persuasive case for rethinking
the formation of the federal American state.
Constitutionalism and the Rule of Law Jan 12 2021 Rule of law and constitutionalist ideals are understood by many, if not most, as
necessary to create a just political order. Defying the traditional division between normative and positive theoretical approaches,
this book explores how political reality on the one hand, and constitutional ideals on the other, mutually inform and influence each
other. Seventeen chapters from leading international scholars cover a diverse range of topics and case studies to test the
hypothesis that the best normative theories, including those regarding the role of constitutions, constitutionalism and the rule of
law, conceive of the ideal and the real as mutually regulating.
A More Perfect Union Oct 21 2021 Reprint. Originally published : Washington, D.C. : National Archives Trust Fund Board, 1978.
The Federalist Papers Sep 07 2020 The Federalist (later known as The Federalist Papers) is a collection of 85 articles and essays
written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay promoting the ratification of the United States Constitution. Seventyseven were published serially in The Independent Journal and The New York Packet between October 1787 and August 1788. A
compilation of these and eight others, called The Federalist; or, The New Constitution, was published in two volumes in 1788 by J.
and A. McLean. The collection's original title was The Federalist; the title The Federalist Papers did not emerge until the 20th
century. Though the authors of The Federalist Papers foremost wished to influence the vote in favor of ratifying the Constitution, in
Federalist No. 1 they explicitly set that debate in broader political terms: It has been frequently remarked, that it seems to have been
reserved to the people of this country, by their conduct and example, to decide the important question, whether societies of men are
really capable or not, of establishing good government from reflection and choice, or whether they are forever destined to depend,
for their political constitutions, on accident and force. There are many highlights among the essays of The Federalist. Federalist No.
10, in which Madison discusses the means of preventing rule by majority faction and advocates a large, commercial republic, is
generally regarded as the most important of the 85 articles from a philosophical perspective; it is complemented by Federalist No.
14, in which Madison takes the measure of the United States, declares it appropriate for an extended republic, and concludes with a
memorable defense of the constitutional and political creativity of the Federal Convention. In Federalist No. 84, Hamilton makes the
case that there is no need to amend the Constitution by adding a Bill of Rights, insisting that the various provisions in the proposed
Constitution protecting liberty amount to a "bill of rights." Federalist No. 78, also written by Hamilton, lays the groundwork for the

doctrine of judicial review by federal courts of federal legislation or executive acts. Federalist No. 70 presents Hamilton's case for a
one-man chief executive. In Federalist No. 39, Madison presents the clearest exposition of what has come to be called "Federalism."
In Federalist No. 51, Madison distills arguments for checks and balances in an essay often quoted for its justification of government
as "the greatest of all reflections on human nature."
Drought characteristics and management in North Africa and the Near East Nov 29 2019 The report assesses the occurrence and
impacts of drought, the current policies underlying drought management as well as the mitigation measures and responses adopted
in the Near East and North Africa region, with a focus on the Agriculture Sector. It is the third of a series of similar studies carried
out in different regions and countries of the world, with the objective of shedding light on drought effects, sensitizing policy-makers
for the much needed paradigm shift to pro-active drought management planning and providing guidance for the development of
such policies. The studies are carried out by FAO, in collaboration with the Water for Food Institute, University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
USA, as a direct contribution to FAO's Strategic Objective "increasing the resilience of livelihoods to disasters" and Strategic
Objective "make agriculture, forestry and fisheries more productive and sustainable".
The White Earth Nation Mar 02 2020 The White Earth Nation of Anishinaabeg Natives ratified a new constitution in 2009, the first
indigenous democratic constitution, on a reservation in Minnesota. Many Native constitutions were written by the federal
government, and with little knowledge of the people and cultures. The White Earth Nation set out to create a constitution that
reflected its own culture. The resulting document provides a clear Native perspective on sovereignty, independent governance,
traditional leadership values, and the importance of individual and human rights. This volume includes the text of the Constitution of
the White Earth Nation; an introduction by David E. Wilkins, a legal and political scholar who was a special consultant to the White
Earth Constitutional Convention; an essay by Gerald Vizenor, the delegate and principal writer of the Constitution of the White Earth
Nation; and articles first published in Anishinaabeg Today by Jill Doerfler, who coordinated and participated in the deliberations and
ratification of the Constitution. Together these essays and the text of the Constitution provide direct insight into the process of the
delegate deliberations, the writing and ratification of this groundbreaking document, and the current constitutional, legal, and
political debates about new constitutions.
Washington's Farewell Address to the People of the United States, 1796 Oct 09 2020
The Words That Made Us May 04 2020 A history of the American Constitution's formative decades from a preeminent legal scholar
When the US Constitution won popular approval in 1788, it was the culmination of thirty years of passionate argument over the
nature of government. But ratification hardly ended the conversation. For the next half century, ordinary Americans and statesmen
alike continued to wrestle with weighty questions in the halls of government and in the pages of newspapers. Should the nation's
borders be expanded? Should America allow slavery to spread westward? What rights should Indian nations hold? What was the
proper role of the judicial branch? In The Words that Made Us, Akhil Reed Amar unites history and law in a vivid narrative of the
biggest constitutional questions early Americans confronted, and he expertly assesses the answers they offered. His account of the
document's origins and consolidation is a guide for anyone seeking to properly understand America's Constitution today.
Federalists and Antifederalists Apr 26 2022 Through a selection of essential documents from 1787 and 1788, this book gives
readers the flavor and immediacy of the great debate in all its political intensity. This updated edition contains an entirely new
section on the debate over class structure, property rights, and the economy under the proposed Constitution—an ideal introduction
to a debate still meaningful today.
Notes on the State of Virginia Mar 14 2021
The Essential Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers May 16 2021 Here, in a single volume, is a selection of the classic critiques of
the new Constitution penned by such ardent defenders of states' rights and personal liberty as George Mason, Patrick Henry, and
Melancton Smith; pro-Constitution writings by James Wilson and Noah Webster; and thirty-three of the best-known and most crucial
Federalist Papers by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay. The texts of the chief constitutional documents of the early
Republic are included as well. David Wootton's illuminating Introduction examines the history of such American principles of
government as checks and balances, the separation of powers, representation by election, and judicial independence—including
their roots in the largely Scottish, English, and French new science of politics. It also offers suggestions for reading The Federalist,
the classic elaboration of these principles written in defense of a new Constitution that sought to apply them to the young Republic.
Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States Jul 26 2019 Joseph Story's extensive narration of the United States
Constitution is grounded in the social and political history of the text, and the meticulous researches of the author. This edition
includes all of the author's notes. At well in excess of half a million words, the commentaries of Joseph Story upon the Constitution
stand among the lengthiest and most thorough ever written. Believing that the Constitution must be understood in multiple
contexts, Story commences by presenting a detailed history of the American Colonies - each is covered in turn, offering the reader
insight into the culture and distinctions between what would become the first states of the Union. The Revolutionary War was
accompanied by the publication of the Articles of Confederation. These were a precursor to the Constitution of the USA, and Story
examines the document accordingly. The establishment of a constitutional document is shown to be a defining and crucial trait of
the incipient Republic, and Story demonstrates that from the outset the composition, formation and ratification processes were
beset with differences of opinion and compromise. It took four years - from 1777 to 1781 - before the final text was agreed upon and
formerly ratified. The second volume contains Story's intensive analyses. Sentence by sentence, he navigates the Constitution and
expounds upon all of its words. The powers delegated to the individual states and the responsibilities of bodies such as Congress
and the Executive branch are detailed. We learn how each of these should interact and behave, the election terms they are assigned,
and how legislation is passed. Piece by piece, Story describes the framework of the US government as intended by the Founding
Fathers. As Story's commentary progresses, we learn more about the proscribed functions of government - its role in finance and
the creation of money, what infrastructure it is meant to create and maintain, and how it may interact with scientific and artistic
progress. Its relation to the militia, and the power of individual states, are likewise examined. The serious crimes punishable by the
government, such as treason, are discussed in great detail; throughout, the legal scholarship for which Joseph Story was renowned
is in fullest evidence. A renowned lawyer and judge, Joseph Story had a major role in shaping the laws of the United States between
the 1810s and 1840s, a period where the young nation matured and grew in size, power and sophistication. He is generally viewed
as an economic conservative instrumental in introducing property rights. The author is perhaps best known in modern times for his
presence in the Supreme Court decision regarding the Amistad Africans; a much publicized landmark case, Story's role was in
delivering the majority verdict that historically granted the Africans their freedom.
Ratification Nov 02 2022 Drawing on the speeches and letters of the United States' founders, the author recounts the dramatic

period after the Constitutional Convention and before the Constitution was finally ratified, describing the tumultuous events that
took place in homes, taverns and convention halls throughout the colonies. By the author of American Scripture.
Ratifying the Republic Oct 01 2022 This book explains how the United States Constitution made the transition from a very divisive
proposal to a consensually legitimate framework for governing. The Federalists' proposal had been bitterly opposed, and
constitutional legitimation required a major transformation. The story of that transformation is the substance of this book.
The Fate of the Revolution Aug 19 2021 The history of the 1788 Virginia Ratification Convention explores the Constitutional debates
that decided the nation’s fate and still resonate today. In May 1788, elected delegates from every county in Virginia gathered in
Richmond where they would either accept or reject the highly controversial United States Constitution. The rest of the country kept
an anxious vigil, keenly aware that without Virginia—the young Republic’s largest and most populous state—the Constitution was
doomed. In The Fate of the Revolution, Lorri Glover explains why Virginia’s wrangling over ratification led to such heated political
debate. Virginians were roughly split in their opinions, as were the delegates they elected. Patrick Henry, for example, the greatest
orator of the age, opposed James Madison, the intellectual force behind the Constitution. The two sides were so evenly matched
that in the last days of the convention, the savviest political observers still couldn’t predict the outcome. Mining an incredible
wealth of sources, including letters, pamphlets, newspaper articles, and transcripts, Glover brings these political discussions to life,
exploring the constitutional questions that echo across American history.
The Bill of Rights Sep 27 2019 “Narrative, celebratory history at its purest” (Publishers Weekly)—the real story of how the Bill of
Rights came to be: a vivid account of political strategy, big egos, and the partisan interests that set the terms of the ongoing contest
between the federal government and the states. Those who argue that the Bill of Rights reflects the founding fathers’ “original
intent” are wrong. The Bill of Rights was actually a brilliant political act executed by James Madison to preserve the Constitution,
the federal government, and the latter’s authority over the states. In the skilled hands of award-winning historian Carol Berkin, the
story of the founders’ fight over the Bill of Rights comes alive in a drama full of partisanship, clashing egos, and cunning
manipulation. In 1789, the nation faced a great divide around a question still unanswered today: should broad power and authority
reside in the federal government or should it reside in state governments? The Bill of Rights, from protecting religious freedom to
the people’s right to bear arms, was a political ploy first and a matter of principle second. The truth of how and why Madison came
to devise this plan, the debates it caused in the Congress, and its ultimate success is more engrossing than any of the myths that
shroud our national beginnings. The debate over the Bill of Rights still continues through many Supreme Court decisions. By
pulling back the curtain on the short-sighted and self-interested intentions of the founding fathers, Berkin reveals the anxiety many
felt that the new federal government might not survive—and shows that the true “original intent” of the Bill of Rights was simply to
oppose the Antifederalists who hoped to diminish the government’s powers. This book is “a highly readable American history
lesson that provides a deeper understanding of the Bill of Rights, the fears that generated it, and the miracle of the amendments”
(Kirkus Reviews).
Beyond Confederation Jul 06 2020 Beyond Confederation scrutinizes the ideological background of the U.S. Constitution, the rigors
of its writing and ratification, and the problems it both faced and provoked immediately after ratification. The essays in this
collection question much of the heritage of eighteenth-century constitutional thought and suggest that many of the commonly
debated issues have led us away from the truly germane questions. The authors challenge many of the traditional generalizations
and the terms and scope of that debate as well. The contributors raise fresh questions about the Constitution as it enters its third
century. What happened in Philadelphia in 1787, and what happened in the state ratifying conventions? Why did the
states--barely--ratify the Constitution? What were Americans of the 1789s attempting to achieve? The exploratory conclusions point
strongly to an alternative constitutional tradition, some of it unwritten, much of it rooted in state constitutional law; a tradition that
not only has redefined the nature and role of the Constitution but also has placed limitations on its efficacy throughout American
history. The authors are Lance Banning, Richard Beeman, Stephen Botein, Richard D. Brown, Richard E. Ellis, Paul Finkelman,
Stanley N. Katz, Ralph Lerner, Drew R. McCoy, John M. Murrin, Jack N. Rakove, Janet A. Riesman, and Gordon S. Wood.
A Constitution for All Times Jan 30 2020 A prominent lawyer and legal scholar describes her vision of an evolving Constitution,
examining current legal issues that range from health care to gun control. Pamela S. Karlan is a unique figure in American law. A
professor at Stanford Law School and former counsel for the NAACP, she has argued seven cases at the Supreme Court and
worked on dozens more as a clerk for Justice Harry Blackmun. In her first book written for a general audience, she examines what
happens in American courtrooms--especially the Supreme Court--and what it means for our everyday lives and to our national
commitments to democracy, justice, and fairness. Through an exploration of current hot-button legal issues--from voting rights to
the death penalty, health care, same-sex marriage, invasive high-tech searches, and gun control--Karlan makes a sophisticated and
resonant case for her vision of the Constitution. At the heart of that vision is the conviction that the Constitution is an evolving
document that enables government to solve novel problems and expand the sphere of human freedom. As skeptics charge
congressional overreach on such issues as the Affordable Care Act and even voting rights, Karlan pushes back. On individual
rights in particular, she believes the Constitution allows Congress to enforce the substance of its amendments. And she calls out
the Roberts Court for its disdain for the other branches of government and for its alignment with a conservative agenda.
Rhode Island Supplemental Documents Oct 28 2019
The Federalist Papers Aug 31 2022 Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The Federalist Papers”, a collection
of separate essays and articles compiled in 1788 by Alexander Hamilton. Following the United States Declaration of Independence in
1776, the governing doctrines and policies of the States lacked cohesion. “The Federalist”, as it was previously known, was
constructed by American statesman Alexander Hamilton, and was intended to catalyse the ratification of the United States
Constitution. Hamilton recruited fellow statesmen James Madison Jr., and John Jay to write papers for the compendium, and the
three are known as some of the Founding Fathers of the United States. Alexander Hamilton (c. 1755–1804) was an American lawyer,
journalist and highly influential government official. He also served as a Senior Officer in the Army between 1799-1800 and founded
the Federalist Party, the system that governed the nation’s finances. His contributions to the Constitution and leadership made a
significant and lasting impact on the early development of the nation of the United States.
Ratifying the Constitution Jul 30 2022 How the United States Constitution was ratified by Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Georgia, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maryland, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, New York State, North Carolina, Rhode
Island.
Spotlight On America Jun 24 2019 Encourage students to take an in-depth view of the people and events of specific eras of
American history. Nonfiction reading comprehension is emphasized along with research, writing, critical thinking, working with

maps, and more. Most titles include a Readers Theater.
An Anti-Federalist Constitution Mar 26 2022 What would an Anti-Federalist Constitution look like? Because we view the Constitution
through the lens of the Federalists who came to control the narrative, we tend to forget those who opposed its ratification. And yet
the Anti-Federalist arguments, so critical to an understanding of the Constitution's origins and meaning, resonate throughout
American history. By reconstructing these arguments and tracing their development through the ratification debates, Michael J.
Faber presents an alternative perspective on constitutional history. Telling, in a sense, the other side of the story of the
Constitution, his book offers key insights into the ideas that helped to form the nation's founding document and that continue to
inform American politics and public life. Faber identifies three distinct strands of political thought that eventually came together in a
clear and coherent Anti-Federalism position: (1) the individual and the potential for governmental tyranny; (2) power, specifically the
states as defenders of the people; and (3) democratic principles and popular sovereignty. After clarifying and elaborating these
separate strands of thought and analyzing a well-known proponent of each, Faber goes on to tell the story of the resistance to the
Constitution, focusing on ideas but also following and explaining events and strategies. Finally, he produces a "counterfactual" AntiFederalist Constitution, summing up the Anti-Federalist position as it might have emerged had the opposition drafted the document.
How would such a constitution have worked in practice? A close consideration reveals the legacy of the Anti-Federalists in early
American history, in the US Constitution and its role in the nation's political life.
Right Time, Right Place Jun 04 2020 Richard Brookhiser wrote his first cover story for National Review at age fourteen, and became
the magazine's youngest senior editor at twenty-three. William F. Buckley Jr. was Brookhiser's mentor, hero, and admirer; within a
year of Brookhiser's arrival at the magazine, Buckley tapped him as his successor as editor-in-chief. But without warning, the
relation ship soured—one day, Brookhiser returned to his desk to find a letter from Buckley unceremoniously informing him “you will
no longer be my successor.” Brookhiser remained friends and colleagues with Buckley despite the breach, and in Right Time, Right
Place he tells the story of that friendship with affection and clarity. At the same time, he provides a delightful account of the
intellectual and political ferment of the conservative resurgence that Buckley nurtured and led. Witty and poignant, Right Time,
Right Place tells the story of a young man and a political movement coming of age—and of the man who inspired them both.
The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights Volume XXXVIII, 38 Aug 07 2020 The second in
a planned six-volume series examining the intense debate over the drafting and ratification of the first Ten Amendments to the
Constitution, Bill of Rights, Volume II is the latest volume in the landmark Documentary History of the Ratification of the
Constitution series. Volume II in the Bill of Rights series represents a profoundly important documentary record of the effort to
protect human rights during the Revolutionary War Era. The volume will include state bills of rights and excerpts from state
constitutions that protected rights, actions taken under the Articles of Confederation to protect rights, and the debate over rights in
the Constitutional Convention of 1787, among a wealth of other documentation. This volume and those to follow will greatly aid
those interested in learning how Americans of the Founding generation established a strong federal system of government while at
the same time safeguarding the rights of the people. Begun in 1976, The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution
series is a reference collection that aims to preserve the state-by-state debates about the ratification of the United States
Constitution.
American Government 3e Jun 28 2022
The Godless Constitution Dec 31 2019 Refutes the claims of the religious right that America was founded as a Christian nation, and
emphasizes that separation of church and state was designed to guarantee religious freedom
The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution Feb 22 2022
The Heritage Guide to the Constitution Aug 26 2019 A landmark work of more than one hundred scholars, The Heritage Guide to the
Constitution is a unique line-by-line analysis explaining every clause of America's founding charter and its contemporary meaning.
In this fully revised second edition, leading scholars in law, history, and public policy offer more than two hundred updated and
incisive essays on every clause of the Constitution. From the stirring words of the Preamble to the Twenty-seventh Amendment, you
will gain new insights into the ideas that made America, important debates that continue from our Founding, and the Constitution's
true meaning for our nation
Original Meanings Nov 21 2021 From abortion to same-sex marriage, today's most urgent political debates will hinge on this twopart question: What did the United States Constitution originally mean and who now understands its meaning best? Rakove
chronicles the Constitution from inception to ratification and, in doing so, traces its complex weave of ideology and interest,
showing how this document has meant different things at different times to different groups of Americans.
The Framers' Coup Jun 16 2021 Americans revere their Constitution. However, most of us are unaware how tumultuous and
improbable the drafting and ratification processes were. As Benjamin Franklin keenly observed, any assembly of men bring with
them "all their prejudices, their passions, their errors of opinion, their local interests and their selfish views." One need not deny
that the Framers had good intentions in order to believe that they also had interests. Based on prodigious research and told largely
through the voices of the participants, Michael Klarman's The Framers' Coup narrates how the Framers' clashing interests shaped
the Constitution--and American history itself. The Philadelphia convention could easily have been a failure, and the risk of collapse
was always present. Had the convention dissolved, any number of adverse outcomes could have resulted, including civil war or a
reversion to monarchy. Not only does Klarman capture the knife's-edge atmosphere of the convention, he populates his narrative
with riveting and colorful stories: the rebellion of debtor farmers in Massachusetts; George Washington's uncertainty about whether
to attend; Gunning Bedford's threat to turn to a European prince if the small states were denied equal representation in the Senate;
slave staters' threats to take their marbles and go home if denied representation for their slaves; Hamilton's quasi-monarchist
speech to the convention; and Patrick Henry's herculean efforts to defeat the Constitution in Virginia through demagoguery and
conspiracy theories. The Framers' Coup is more than a compendium of great stories, however, and the powerful arguments that
feature throughout will reshape our understanding of the nation's founding. Simply put, the Constitutional Convention almost didn't
happen, and once it happened, it almost failed. And, even after the convention succeeded, the Constitution it produced almost failed
to be ratified. Just as importantly, the Constitution was hardly the product of philosophical reflections by brilliant, disinterested
statesmen, but rather ordinary interest group politics. Multiple conflicting interests had a say, from creditors and debtors to city
dwellers and backwoodsmen. The upper class overwhelmingly supported the Constitution; many working class colonists were more
dubious. Slave states and nonslave states had different perspectives on how well the Constitution served their interests. Ultimately,
both the Constitution's content and its ratification process raise troubling questions about democratic legitimacy. The Federalists
were eager to avoid full-fledged democratic deliberation over the Constitution, and the document that was ratified was stacked in

favor of their preferences. And in terms of substance, the Constitution was a significant departure from the more democratic state
constitutions of the 1770s. Definitive and authoritative, The Framers' Coup explains why the Framers preferred such a constitution
and how they managed to persuade the country to adopt it. We have lived with the consequences, both positive and negative, ever
since.
Slavery's Constitution May 28 2022 Taking on decades of received wisdom, David Waldstreicher has written the first book to
recognize slavery's place at the heart of the U.S. Constitution. Famously, the Constitution never mentions slavery. And yet, of its
eighty-four clauses, six were directly concerned with slaves and the interests of their owners. Five other clauses had implications
for slavery that were considered and debated by the delegates to the 1787 Constitutional Convention and the citizens of the states
during ratification. This "peculiar institution" was not a moral blind spot for America's otherwise enlightened framers, nor was it the
expression of a mere economic interest. Slavery was as important to the making of the Constitution as the Constitution was to the
survival of slavery. By tracing slavery from before the revolution, through the Constitution's framing, and into the public debate that
followed, Waldstreicher rigorously shows that slavery was not only actively discussed behind the closed and locked doors of the
Constitutional Convention, but that it was also deftly woven into the Constitution itself. For one thing, slavery was central to the
American economy, and since the document set the stage for a national economy, the Constitution could not avoid having
implications for slavery. Even more, since the government defined sovereignty over individuals, as well as property in them,
discussion of sovereignty led directly to debate over slavery's place in the new republic. Finding meaning in silences that have long
been ignored, Slavery's Constitution is a vital and sorely needed contribution to the conversation about the origins, impact, and
meaning of our nation's founding document.
The Federalist Papers and the New Institutionalism Sep 19 2021 The Madisonian approach to institutional design, as set forth in The
Federalist Papers, is examined from the point of view of leading theorists of the "public choice" school who see themselves as the
political heirs of that earlier legacy. ." . . the most ambitious attempt to date to reread The Federalist in the light of modern social
science." - Publius
51 Imperfect Solutions Dec 11 2020 When we think of constitutional law, we invariably think of the United States Supreme Court and
the federal court system. Yet much of our constitutional law is not made at the federal level. In 51 Imperfect Solutions, U.S. Court of
Appeals Judge Jeffrey S. Sutton argues that American Constitutional Law should account for the role of the state courts and state
constitutions, together with the federal courts and the federal constitution, in protecting individual liberties. The book tells four
stories that arise in four different areas of constitutional law: equal protection; criminal procedure; privacy; and free speech and free
exercise of religion. Traditional accounts of these bedrock debates about the relationship of the individual to the state focus on
decisions of the United States Supreme Court. But these explanations tell just part of the story. The book corrects this omission by
looking at each issue-and some others as well-through the lens of many constitutions, not one constitution; of many courts, not one
court; and of all American judges, not federal or state judges. Taken together, the stories reveal a remarkably complex, nuanced,
ever-changing federalist system, one that ought to make lawyers and litigants pause before reflexively assuming that the United
States Supreme Court alone has all of the answers to the most vexing constitutional questions. If there is a central conviction of the
book, it's that an underappreciation of state constitutional law has hurt state and federal law and has undermined the appropriate
balance between state and federal courts in protecting individual liberty. In trying to correct this imbalance, the book also offers
several ideas for reform.
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